The Light and Languages of Pentecost
How do Friends experience the fire of the
Holy Spirit? What questions and images do
we offer in religious education to contemplate the inner Light? How does Pentecost
help us to come close to these ideas? The
Bible describes God as “a consuming fire”
in Hebrews 12:29, so it is not surprising
that fire often appears as a symbol of God’s
presence. Pentecost was absent from my
own religious education in an un-programmed Friends meeting, and it was
through work in an Episcopal church that I
came close to this story and found how it
resonated for me as a Quaker.
Certainly, the story of Pentecost can be explored with children using resources like a
good children’s Bible. Other lesson activities are offered at the end of this piece. I had
the experience of sharing the Godly Play® story “The Mystery of Pentecost,”1 and it
opened for me the experience of the Holy Spirit as fire, which felt deeply connected to
images of Light.
The picture above is the story as I was led to share it, which is an adaptation of the materials called for in the Godly Play story. I omitted the six wooden blocks used to represent the Tower of Babel, and rather than use the shields symbolizing the twelve apostles,
used People of God figures (which still felt symbolic, rather than historical). Rather than
center the story on language (reaching back to Babel and then speaking in different
tongues at Pentecost), I chose to center the story on the Holy Spirit and some ways that
presence has been experienced in the Bible, including the flame above the heads of the
disciples. The image of the dove we encounter when Jesus is baptized becomes another
example of encounter with the Holy Spirit’s presence and blessing. I added both the
flame used in many of the Faith & Play™ stories along with the dove (which in a Godly
Play room is with the baptism story materials; Friends will find a dove in materials for
the Faith & Play story “Let Your Life Speak”). Adding these images — of the Holy Spirit
both coming close and being present — to the language of the story felt right and created
for me a sense of connection between the start of Jesus’ earthly ministry and its ongoing
presence.
I love the question posed in the Background for this story in the Godly Play volume:
“Can God’s presence be communicated in words?” After the apostles’ experience at Pentecost, they are filled with the Holy Spirit and impelled to speak the word of God boldly
(Acts 4:31). As illustrated by the strips of dark brown felt radiating from the center, the
1 Berryman, The Complete Guide to Godly Play: Volume 4, p. 120-125

apostles go out into the world to share the story of how Jesus somehow was still with the
people — and he is also still with us, through the words and images of the stories he told
and were told about him.
The Pentecost story helps us come close to another idea that has become important to
me as a Friend — that our shared faith is communicated every day in diverse tongues
and different ways of practice. Attending the FWCC World Plenary in Peru in January
2016 was a deep spiritual experience, and the morning worship led by Friends from
across the globe, offered in many different language and styles, was powerful. The Bible
verse, “My Father's house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you
that I am going there to prepare a place for you?” (John 14:2) had new meaning for me,
after being among Friends from all over the world. Our practice of the Quaker faith
might dwell in different rooms and be shared in various languages, but we are spiritually
gathered under one roof as a world family of Friends.
I wonder how we can explore with children images of the Holy Spirit and their experience of the Light within?
I wonder how the story of Pentecost can help us explore the world family of Friends
and the diffusion Quakerism?

Ideas for an experiential and creative exploration the fire and wind of Pentecost:
- After hearing the story, give children an opportunity to try “Red Hots” or other cinnamon candy. They can feel the “fire” on their own tongues!
- Make head bands with flames on the front — tongues of fire to wear, like in the story.
- Create “Holy Spirit” wind socks using colors related to flame (red, orange, yellow) and
use construction paper and tissue streamers. A great wind filled the upper chamber!
- FWCC has a wonderful map that shows Friends around the world — explore where
Quakers live and what languages are represented across the globe. You can download
the map here: fwccamericas.org/find_friends/images/new%20map/fwcc_map_v3_11.06.07.pdf
- Explore the Lord’s Prayer in different language (see next two pages).
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The Lord’s Prayer in Hebrew:

