n Philadelphia
Yearly Meeting

off the Religious Society off Friends

INDIA FRIENDS COLLABORATIVE
ANNUAL REPORT 2026

We welcome this annual opportunity to share with the Program Committee, Life Council and
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting what the India Friends Collaborative and India Friends have been
doing and experiencing this year.

The purpose of the India Friends Collaborative is to widen and deepen acquaintanceship
between Friends in India and Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Friends, primarily through
interactions focused on peace and social concerns. We do not initiate activities in India but
support activities of Indian Friends.

Sohagpur Friends School

Last Fall Sohagapur Friends School for Girls celebrated the 150t Anniversary of its founding in
1876. There was a celebration in which former students, teachers and staff joined current
members of the school. Members of the Quaker Church next door to the school who have
always been supportive of the school also attended. Parents and members of the community
attended. There were some local officials who spoke at the Celebration. Many generations of
India Quakers have attended, supported and guided this school and continue to do so.

The school offers tuition free admission to many children of the surrounding community whose
families cannot afford to pay. Some parents want their students instructed in English. Their
children are taught in English for a somewhat higher tuition which helps offset the tuition free
admission of other students.

The school has been doing well in a number of ways. Enrollment is rising. The school rebuilt the
cement or concrete wall that is on the street side of the school. This protects the children and
presents a better contemporary and active appearance to the school. Two teachers were hired
to instruct classes in English. The old class rooms which date back to the early 1900s were
renovated.

One of the members of our Collaborative, Jayant Singh went to school at a Friends school
nearby in ltarsi. His father taught at the Itarsi school. Jayant’s sister went to the Sohagpur
school. She is now on the Governing Board for Friends School. It is good to have Jayant who
has such extensive knowledge and experience with Quakerism and its school system in this
area.

Visitations and Correspondence

We keep in touch with India Quakers to discuss and share with each other what is happening
with each of us as individuals and plans and issues that need to be discussed.
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We wrote that our main goal would be to have India Quakers visit Philadelphia and other Yearly
Meetings. We anticipated serious issues with India Friends traveling to visit the United States.
Customs rules keep changing and we could not see any immediate end to this. Even if we did
do all the right things the requirements for India visitors to the USA may change suddenly and
in the end there might have been Quakers from India arriving at our airports and being sent
back.

We wish they were here and they would be joining us for Annual Sessions. This coming year we
will focus our efforts on their arrival on our shores! We look forward to seeing them standing
up to introduce themselves to our Yearly Meeting and to other Meetings and Friends Schools.

Friends Rural Centre at Rasulia

In 2015 and 2024 members of the India Friends Collaborative attended the Triannual All India
Friends Gathering at the Friends Rural Centre located in Hoshangabad, Madhya Pradesh. In our
last three reports we described the events happening at the Centre but not about the Centre
itself. We want you to better understand and appreciate the good work that has occurred
there. We offer a short review of its history and accomplishments:

The Rasulia Friends Rural Centre was started in 1875 by the British Foreign Mission Association
who purchased the land because it is a “perfect site for witness to spiritual truth in education,
health, agriculture.”

The grounds were not ready to put in a crop and they did not have a good harvest for the first
few years. When healthy crops did come in, Rasulia Centre started to experiment with different
methods that would be more productive. They focused on natural methods. When a new
method was successful it was quickly shared with local farmers. They would invite them onto
their farm and their neighbors would see how these methods would improve crop yield.

Throughout India’s history there had been periodic famines caused by droughts in which
millions of people died of starvation. Droughts were the cause but The British policies were
significant contributors. They encouraged farmers to have their food be a cash crop that would
be sold instead of food to be consumed by the farmer and the family. The 1899-1900 famine
killed between 1.25 — 10 million people (that is a very large range — Wikipedia was my source).
Quakers in Britain raised funds to feed those in India who were starving. The Friends of Rasulia
received funds from British Quakers and helped distribute food to 11,000 people.

During the famine 1,000 orphans whose parents died of starvation were housed and fed and
educated at Rasulia. Most stayed until adulthood. Friends built a workshop and instructed the
children in the craft of carpentry. They had an occupation that was valuable to the community.
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The Green Revolution of the 1960s, 70s and 80s that used a hybrid seed, synthetic (from oil)
fertilizer, pesticides and a lot of water saved many millions from dying of starvation. After
decades of using these methods it was observed that the farmer had to buy fertilizer every year
(the soil was depleted of nutrients) and all the water used had begun to deplete the ground
water. The pesticides led to problems with well water and families’ health. Many farmers and
experts in the field started going back to using some of the old methods building up the soil in
nutrients so less or no fertilizer was needed and less water and no pesticides. This method had
been developed in Africa and called the New Green Revolutions or EverGreen Revolution that
was a more sustainable method. To some degree Friends Centre had been using more natural
methods all along. These old methods and some new methods developed in Africa and other
locations brought about a greater yield and a healthy farm that was less dependent on the
expensive outside sources. Friends were successful combining these methods and shared them
with the local farmers.

For many years just past Rasulia’s entrance gate there was a Health Clinic. It was close to the
entrance so that people who needed medical attention would feel comfortable coming in. They
could see their neighbors receiving assistance. If the problem was severe the patients would be
referred to specialists where they could get treated. Several thousands of people were treated
over many years.

Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru and Rajkumari Amrit Kaur supported and believed in
Quakers and their work in India and specifically the Friends Rural Centre at Hoshangabad.

Rajkumari Amrit Kaur was a secretary to Gandhi for 16 years, the first Health Minister of India
for 10 years, and a very important leader in the Independence Movement. She wrote to Nehru:

“My dear Jawaharlal,

I have known of the Friends Rural Centre at Rasulia for many years and Bapu (Gandhi) gave the Quakers his
blessings when they started this work in Hoshangabad. These Friends have done very fine work in Rasulia...”
August 4, 1962. NEHRU OFFICIAL ARCHIVES

Jawaharlal Nehru wrote:

“l have a high opinion of Quakers generally and their sincerity of purpose and capacity for good work.
I know some of the leading American Quakers ... For many years past, before Independence and dfter,
we have encouraged both British and American Quakers to work in India...” November 1,1957. NEHRU
OFFICIAL ARCHIVES

Surendra Bhana, a well-respected author of numerous books about the history of Modern India
and Gandhi, wrote:

“Gandhi liked Quakers because they didn’t proselytize and they valued religious diversity.”
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India Independence Movement

“Friends at Rasulia were very supportive of the Independence Movement. One of the directors,
Donald Groom, “had been deeply involved in India’s struggle for independence. He went to the
extent of arranging underground meetings for Indian leaders. Freedom fighters had free access
to the Friends Rural Centre day or night. Many took night shelter at Rasulia. Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, who later became India’s first President, once quietly spent a night on Donald’s
veranda. Numerous freedom fighters at times received much needed financial assistance at
Rasulia.” — “My Friend Donald Groom” written“by a fellow worker at Rasulia”, is a link on the
official Friends Rural Centre website.

Another Director of Rasulia, Shri Ranjit Chetsingh, moved to Delhi in 1943 to open a new
Quaker International Centre. People who wanted Independence for India would go there to
meet, discuss issues and make decisions about how to proceed.

In 1945 Marjorie Sykes, another Director of Rasulia, had discussions with Gandhi about his
concept of Nai Talim, basic education. For children ages 7-14 it promotes craft-centered
learning instead of books. Marjorie had a great deal of experience teaching in India. She had
similar ideas to those of Gandhi. They planned to meet when Gandhi arrived back at his Ashram
and discuss how to implement their plans now that India was an independent nation. Gandhi
died before this meeting could occur. Marjorie carried on this work in other ways but on a
smaller scale than might have been possible.

India Friends at Rasulia are continuing to do good work

The Friends Centre and Quakers in other locations are continuing to do good work. Two recent
projects at Rasulia directly support the Centre’s ongoing mission to witness to spiritual truth in
education, health, and agriculture.

Many water sources in India and other developing countries had bacteria and pollution in the
water and could make people dangerously sick. Rasulia has held many workshops at the Centre
in which people learn to make simple inexpensive water filters called Bio Sand Water Filters.
Those who took part in the workshop could make one for their own family and share the skill
with relatives, friends and neighbors.

On January 31, 2026 a Medical Camp was held at Rasulia in collaboration with Madhuban
Hospital Budhi. Nearly 130 patients received a free medical check-up and distribution of
medicines.”

It is an honor for members of our Collaborative to meet these India Quakers and witness their
spiritual strength and their work to benefit their communities and the wider world.
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