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Taphophile

A person who Is interested
In cemeteries, funerals
and gravestones




Burial Ground Maintenance Includes

Record keeping: keeping track of who is buried where and who is expected

Being a Liaison: to your meeting community, funeral directors, gravediggers,
monument companies, and even shipping companies

Genealogy resource: fielding inquiries from people about whether their
ancestors are buried in your burial ground

Grounds maintenance: grass cutting, weed wacking, tending to dirty, sinking,
broken and fallen headstones, fence, wall and pathway repairs

Signage: Do you have it? Do you need it? Do you want it?



Record Keeping
Paper vs Digital Records
Cloud vs PC Storage
Plot Purchases & Reservations

OVE |’V| eWw Care of Headstones

Cleaning Headstones
Repairing Headstones

Photo Documentation
Succession Planning

Passing on the Records



“There Is no such thing
dS a perfect graveyard.”

=~ Ted Burchess, gravedigger



Record Keeping

You know where the bodies are buried



Paper vs Digital Records

1824 vs 2024



Moving from Paper to Digital Records

Paper records can be lost, damaged or destroyed by accidents

It can be time consuming to transcribe paper records, especially with large burial
grounds, and there may be few volunteers available to assist

Transcription errors are not uncommon, with both names and dates
Software choices must be made: Word or Excel or FileMaker

What do you do with the old records? Should they be kept? Locally, or sent to
Friends Historical Library at Swarthmore or Haverford?



Cloud vs PC Storage

“I'm too old for this $#*!”



Why Move to Cloud Storage?

No need to transfer files from person to person

Fewer chances for multiple versions to be made

Files are easily uploaded to the cloud drive - no re-typing necessary
The records are accessible to more individuals through sharing options
Data is secure and the software is always up to date

Plenty of storage space that is easily organized into folders, with the ability to link
supporting or historical information to your data



A Sample Cloud Storage Folder System



Plot Purchases &
Reservations

Who are you expecting?



Some Things to Consider

Have maps available for Friends looking to purchase space

Have a written burial grounds policy that is reviewed and updated regularly
Periodically review your pricing structure

Have current contact information for next of kin or estate executor

Review purchases/assignments that are more than 50 years old with no activity

Have this information in a place that is accessible to multiple persons, including the
clerk of the meeting












(are of Headstones

Time to get your hands dirty



Cleaning Headstones

Let’s play in the dirt



Assembling Your Cleaning Tools

A wagon to easily transport all of the
materials around the grounds

Soft brushes of various sizes and
shapes

Wooden sticks for cleaning small,
narrow spaces

Hand pump water sprayer
Large bucket for water
Protective gloves

Spray bottle of D/2 Biological
Solution



. _ . . A biodegradable cleaner that is pH
What is D/¢ Biological Solution? neutral and contains no salts,

bleach, or acids.

Tested and used by the Department
of Veterans Affairs and the National
Park Service

Removes a broad spectrum of
environmental soils and stains

Safe to use around plants and
animals

Works on all types of stone

1 quart spray $25; 1 gallon refill
$50



How to clean a headstone

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VEVzU026 ANY &t=6s



Spray and Walk Away Method

October 2023 January 2024



Spray and Walk Away Method

October 2023 January 2024



Spray and Walk Away Method

October 2023 January 2024



Spray & Scrub Method




A Spray
& Scrub
Success Story




Va Sweigard

Jaughter of Jesse & Martha John
May 20,1914

June 16, 1914

Died of whooping cough






Repairing Headstones

The fallen, the sunken
and the broken



Resetting Headstones

Recommendations from the
National Park Service

Measure the row

Remove dirt

Lift the stone

Widen and deepen the hole
Return stone to hole

Add gravel and level stone

Clean the headstone



Raising and Resetting Headstones

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDMnX_XhKOo&t=15s



Photo Documentation

What's the point?



Gives Comparisons Over Time

Then Now



Preserves Your Meeting’s History

1E-2-11 Schofield, Fannie 1E-7-11 Schofield, Edith (top) 1E-8-37 Buckman, Mahlon (front)
(front)



Documents Headstone Issues




succession Planning

Passing on the Records



Have a plan

'nuff said



Thank you!

Questions?



