
SEVEN DAYS OF ACTION IN WASHINGTON ON IRAQ 
Guidance for advocacy visits  

 
Emphasize religious and patriotic values.  We expect our government to:   
> pursue peace, not war.  
> work with the community of nations, not engage in rattling sabers or threats to overthrow governments. 
> respect international law while holding in high regard all human life.  
  
Emphasize the moral dimensions and consequences of war. 
> To consider war without considering the suffering of the Iraqi people is unacceptable.  
> U.S. military action as a means of dealing with proliferation problems sets a very dangerous precedent for other 
nations in the world. 
> If the objective of war is to oust Saddam Hussein, American respect for the integrity of other nations will be 
doubted by many allies and world leaders. 
> War against Iraq could easily destabilize the entire Middle East and provoke a larger confrontation that threatens 
the security of all nations in the region. Many Middle Eastern nations have already warned us of this unintended 
consequence of war against Iraq. 
> The energies and riches of the U.S. should be dedicated to a global war against poverty and to counter the root 
causes of terrorism. The billions that an Iraq war would cost can ensure more long-term security for the U.S. if it 
were spent on a “Marshall Plan” for the Middle East. 
 
Emphasize the humanitarian situation and plight of the Iraqi people currently and as a likely consequence 
of war. 
> Due to economic sanctions and Saddam Hussein’s policies, a May 29, 2002 UNICEF report finds:  

• One in eight Iraqi children die before their fifth birthday. 
• One in three Iraqi children suffer from chronic malnutrition. 
• One-third of all children do not attend school. 

> Ask what post-war Iraq would look like and how the U.S. intends to address the humanitarian situation after a 
war is conducted with many civilian casualties and destruction of societal infrastructure. 
> Do not engage in debates on the complexities of the sanctions issues. 
 
Caution that anti-American sentiment, which brings a threat of terrorism against U.S. citizens, would be 
heightened by war against Iraq.   
> The Congress and Administration must work harder to calm, not provoke, the anti-American hatred that feeds 
terrorism. 
> War against Iraq will have the likely result of increasing anti-American sentiment in the Middle East and 
thereby make American citizens even more vulnerable to terrorist attack. 
 
Emphasize the United Nations as the internationally-accepted authority and only practical means for 
controlling and eliminating Iraq’s weapons. 
> The President’s commitment to work with the U.N. Security Council is welcome.  But insisting that the U.N. 
precisely implement U.S. policy is not what international cooperation is about.  Urge the Administration and 
Congress not to undercut UN processes by go-it-alone rhetoric or actions. 
> Do not in any way defend Saddam Hussein or deny the threat posed by Iraq’s weapons.  
 
Israeli-Palestinian peacemaking should be the highest Middle East priority for the U.S. government.  
> A war against Iraq would set back, if not destroy, Israeli-Palestinian peacemaking.   
> The cooperation of European allies, Arab states and others for Israel-Arab peace must be maintained, and 
Congress should support international efforts toward Israeli-Palestinian peace.  
 
Urge a “no” vote on congressional authorization of military force but emphasize that whatever Congress 
does, it remains incumbent on the U.S. to work through the U.N. and not to act unilaterally. 
> Do not in any way be belligerent or antagonistic toward those Members who indicate they will vote to authorize 
force.  Instead, recognize and treat with respect the fact that many feel pressured to vote in favor of authorization 
due to public opinion and the upcoming election, and many others just disagree with our position. 


