
 

HADDONFIELD MONTHLY MEETING  

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS  

 

      NEWSLETTER 
                  Volume 54, No. 8 ~ April , 2008 

 

                 Meeting for worship  

          10 am Sunday ~ 9:15 am Wednesday 

 

   From Worship and Ministry         

    The Gathered Meeting 
    Part I  
     
     Thomas R. Kelly  

In the Quaker practice of group worship on the 
basis of silence come special times when an 
electric hush solemnity and depth of power 
steals over the worshippers. A blanket of divine 
covering comes over the room, and a quickening 
Presence pervades us, breaking down some part 
of the special privacy and isolation of our 
individual lives and blending our spirits within a 
super-dynamic Presence which enfolds us all, 
nourishes our souls, and quickens in us depths 
that had been slumbering.  The Burning Bush 
has been kindled in our midst, and we stand 
together on holy ground.   

Such gathered meetings I take to be cases of 
group mysticism. It is commonly supposed that 
mystical experience is an individual affair, in 
which the lone soul is caught up into the first or 
second or third heaven and given to see things 
which it is not lawful for men to utter. And this, I 
presume is most frequently the case. 

Yet there are some cases recorded of two people 
sharing an experience of ascent together into the 
amazing Presence of God in His immediacy and 
glory.  The most striking instance of which I 
know is that of Augustine and his mother 
Monica who, as they were together leaning in a 
win dow overlooking a garden and talking of the 
wonders of the life of dedicated souls, were 
together caught up into a sense of divine 

immediacy and given the bliss and rapture of the 
Touch of God. 

But we need not go to places remote in space and 
time to find similar experiences of joint elevation 
into the light of the Eternal Love.  For today it 
occurs again and again that two or three 
individuals find the boundaries of their 
separateness partially melted down.  It is not 
necessarily, or frequently, as exalted an 
experience as that of Augustine and Monica, nor 
does it involve losing touch with the world of 
sense.  But after conversing together on central 
things of the Spirit, two or more friends who 
know one another at deeper levels find 
themselves wrapped up i n a sense of unity and 
of Presence such as quiets all words and enfolds 
them within an unspeakable calm and inter -
knittedness within a vaster life.  Godõs reality 
and His love become indubitable; His presence, 
like a living touch, is over them.  As one fri end 
speaks in such a silence, the words are found to 
join on closely to the thought of the others, so the 
words become needless, and silence becomes a 
bridge, not of separation, buy of communication.  

The gathered meeting I take to be of the same 
kind, but milder and more diffused, yet really of 
a piece with all mystical experience.  For 
mystical times are capable of all gradings and 
shadings, from sublime heights to very mild 
moments of lift and very faint glimpses of glory.  
In the gathered meeting the sense is present that 
a new Life and Power has entered or midst.  And 
we know not only that we stand erect in the 
Holy  Presence but also that others sitting with us 




