Top Ten List for New Teachers
QUERIES
What do you think is most important for a n¢
to knovirhis query was given to gifted and s¢
soned First Day School teachers in Philade
Yearly Meeting. Their responses were rema
bly similar. They range from the practical (
sure you have all of your materials ready o
hand) to the reflective (Think of it less as Fi
Day School and more as a programmed
for Worship). They also focus on both the e
perience of the children and the teacher. T
most striking theme is that expertise in tea
children is NOT the primary characteristic 0
good teacher. What is required is a commu
of Friends who are on a spiritual path and
to share the journey with others while havin
fun. We hope this resource encourages mo
Friends to try out teaching.

vvhat do you believe is
Important in nurturing
chil drends

What is most important i
iurturing your own spirit
life?

Do you rest
Will and Workings, and
upon the Lord, with your
minds fixed in that Light
wherewith Christ has
enlightened you, until the
Lord breathes life in you,
fresheth you, and prepar
you, and your spirits and
souls, to make you fit for
GodoOos ser vi
~ from William Penn, writ
ten for worshipers, apprd
ate for teachers in the M
ing for Worship for First [0
School:

%ffyf %%%fffffﬁ%

.. MUFiuFing the sseds of
Oredoer jiith, praciioe and
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room$ake sure you have all of your materials regeiR AY Older Friends in particular have a unique per-

- Ten List Cor ohn d'h and. ) You dondot wantptpo fhand L& piFa.i/. dPPay Br thi dhil- tsr?atcnvel a:d gifts to offce)r thar':.lcil]:ﬁer fron:jt?ose
opP =) then discover you have no paper. dren; pray for yourself: pray for the other teachers; Nt Parents can give. Our children need teac

News Geachers FLEXIBILITY pray during class. ers of all generations.

Beready to be flexible to the point of scrapping your Do not neglect your own need for corporate worship. _
. : . o 5,27€ g YQus own jo
: hool h plans and going with yourf oywnura nMle etth en gcohsi Isdcrheendoug,a% aode-s N
Seasoned First Day Schoo Teac ers ings, or going with Plan B, when you recognize that and worship, find ways to make sure you and get this P
from across the Yearly Meeting shared your well prepared idea is not working after all. time, either with midweek or early morning worshiflAVE FUN!
Bt new teaphers It is more important to express and explore the mean®f PY not having the same teachers every week for  hyaye a good time with the children! They wil
most need to know. In no particular ing of the lesson than follow the plans exactly. more than a 2 month period. learn more, appreciate the community more,

order, here are their responses. PREDICTABILITY BE A STUDENT OF THE STUDENTS and you will enjoy teaching more.
Learn from the children about the world as they see it

It is powerful for the children to know that you

PP a5t 15

Arrange the components of your morning in the same . _ -
FDS AS WORSHIP way each week (like worship, story, activity, sharing).2nd their understanding of the Divine.

Think of time with the children less as First ~ When kids know what to expect, they can use their B€ ready to listen with an open heart, acknowledge

Day School and more as a programmed Meetsesources to go deeper and get creative, rather than What you are hearing, even when you disagree. You FURTHER RESOURCES
ing for Worship. It is not about imparting trying to figure out wh avllgrowagdtheywylllegrytotrustihgmselves oy can

knowledge from an expert to an empty vessel;slide right into what you are offering them and it pRXPERTISE NOT REQUIRED Gently Lead: How to teach your children abou
it is about living from the Center and experi-  vides some groundwork for their trusting you. You donét need to know agoq_V\é:lllbe flnrglgqrogt fO[[vgualwdﬁn 0||¥ he K
encing God among us. Predictability is especitlbdbjyctat mmiouststyntstep aheadoPifeis ~ WH e F &

Opening Doors to Quaker Religious Educatior

This view opens us up to the continuing reve- the teachers change weekly. tds also true that you pgRSTREEommiletewhat you k

|
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important - and love with the children. site: W\{vw.pym.org/education/children. |
We donét nee eeaponedfeacisessiso nMhalk i nwge [Space: Nurturii
PREPARATION much as we need Friends who love and care aboutotirh € November 2005 i s:

Give yourself plenty of time to prepare so you children, who are openly curious about the world,  ter: www.pym.org/education/relednews and
are ready to share what Dondt mysteries and ot her pe o pclicka e 2005Nevemberjseue.

sit down to start thinking about it for the first The children WONSt I ©mes s
time on Saturday evening! ASK FOR HELP as they will remember your presence.

Practice. Practice what you will say, practice As k f or hel p from the ﬁ)ﬁR&ﬁW%dE&“ﬁﬁR from PYMOGs
reading or telling the story, practice the activ- department, from others in the Meeting.

Resources for Friends

Christie Duncan-Tessmer

ity and make sure it works like you imagine.  Asking for help not only supports you, it draws otherswe. car?not give ch||qren a spirituallife, but we can gsndrég?s; ]C;)gggmator
BRI (1 orning. runnin . - _their faithful companions alongéhe %ath of d|Fcove| one: 215-241-

g, g closer to the childrenfés community an rghlimg Toll Free: 800-220-0796 x 7008
through it in your imagination, paying atten-  problems and solutions others can learn from. Children benefit from having many companions alc E-mail: christiedt@pym.org
tion to transitions between activities or the way each helping them through a different part www.pym.org/education

and no one companion can help with every obstacle:



