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Caring for Childrenõs Religious Education and Spiri-

tual Life is about Making Space  for chil-

dren to experience and live from the center of God.  

This pamphlet highlights the resources provided by 

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting for supporting and nur-

turing our children. 
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Queries  

 

I Does your Meeting recognize, 

develop and nurture the gifts 

of its members and attenders 

of all ages? 

I Does your Meeting prepare 

its children for worship and 

for a way of life consistent 

with the principles of the Re-

ligious Society of Friends? 

I Does your whole Meeting 

community consider the care 

and spiritual nurture of its 

children?  Or is this task left 

to a small group of people? 

 

 

 

Resources for  Fr iends  

Resources for Friends  

mailto:mailto:christiedt@pym.org
http://www.pym.org/education/children.


Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of-

fers many resources to Friends 

who have the care for nurturing 

the spiritual lives of our youth.  

This pamphlet reviews many of 

them.  For more resources and  

detail, see the website: 

www.pym.org/education/children.  

First Day School Resources  

Children, Middle Schoolers and Young Friends (High 

School) participate in Yearly Meeting Sessions.  This 

is a unique and important opportunity for youth 

from across the Yearly Meeting to come together 

with the rest of the Quaker community for fun, 

fellowship, worship and service.  As Sessions 

approach, check out PYM News and the 

web for specific information. 

 

Yearly Meeting Sessions  

Shareshop Events are offered to Quarters 

by Childrenõs RE.  These events bring 

together Friends from all interests and 

ages across a Quarter to worship, have 

fun and seek ways to support and nurture 

Quaker children within our community.  

Contact the Childrenõs RE Coordinator 

for more information. 

Shareshop Events  

 

Middle School and Young Friends 

Weekend Gatherings  

PYM offers documents, resources and other 

information related to creating a safe 

environment for our children to grow in 

Godõs Light.   For more info, go to 

www.pym.org/education/safety.htm.   

 

Child Safety Guidelines  

Under the care of the Childrenõs 

Spiritual Life Committee of PYM, this 

working group explores how the Godly 

Play® approach speaks to Quakers.  They 

have been developing stories from Quaker faith, 

practice and history in the Godly Play® format and 

have provided training workshops for First Day 

School Teachers in the use of Godly Play®.  For 

more information, contact the Childrenõs RE 

Coordinator.     

 

Faith & Play 

  
Faith 

&
Play 

 

PYM Library  

The PYM library has over 23,000 books, periodicals 

and audio-visual materials that may be checked out 

by Friendsñincluding a large collection of childrenõs 

books and FDS curricula.  And you donõt need to be 

in Philadelphia to borrow it!  Browse the online 

catalogue (www.pym.org/library) and make your 

selections with the librarian by phone or email!  For 

more information contact librarian Rita 

Varley at 215-241-7219 or 

ritav@pym.org. 
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Resources for Friends  

The kids of Philly Yearly Meeting 

discerned their calling to Peace at the 

2007 March Sessions of the Yearly 

Meeting .  Their leadings are shared in a 

handbook that can be used by Meetings and First 

Day Schools.  You can participate with as little time 

commitment as 1 hour!  It has been distributed to 

RE  and Peace & Social Concerns clerks in PYM and 

can also be downloaded from the web at 

www.pym.org/education/capsules/42.htm.  Also, 

check out the kid-designed blog at 

www.QKidzBringThePeace.blogspot.com 

 

Quaker Kidz Bring the Peace  

The Childrenõs RE Coordinator and the 

Middle School Friends Coordinator are 

available to Monthly Meetings to support 

them in nurturing the spiritual lives of 

their children.  These consultations range 

from simple telephone conversations to 

visits to FDS committees to 

workshops for Meetings.   

Monthly Meeting Support and 

Consultation  

Making Space is a newsletter for those serving 

children in the Religious Society of Friends.  It is 

published by the Childrenõs Religious Education of 

PYM 5-6 times per year, sometimes as 10 page 

paper issues, sometimes as electronic issues.  Back 

issues are available at www.pym.org/education/

relednews.  To be added to the distribution list, 

contact PYMõs Childrenõs RE Coordinator.  For back 

issues, go to www.pym.org/education/relednews. 

Making Space  

 

First Day School Files is an online listing of 

books, curricula and other resources for each 

of 11 topics First Day Schools often explore: 

www.pym.org/education/children/files.  

Curriculum Capsules is the online resource 

for FDS Curricula written by PYM.  30+ 

curricula are annotated and indexed 

alphabetically, by age-range and by topic.  

Many are available for free download.  Find 

it at:  www.pym.org/education/capsules.   

Resources for Childrenõs 

Religious Education & 

Spiritual Life  

Middle School age Friends and High School 

age Friends each have their own weekend 

events.  About 6 times a year kids in each of 

these age groups gather together in spiritual 

community to deepen their understanding of 

the faith and practice of Quakerism, grow in 

the Light and to have enormous amounts of 

fun!  The gatherings meet at Burlington 

Conference Center and in meetinghouses 

around the Yearly Meeting.  For more 

information, contact the program coordinator 

or check out their websites: 

Middle School Coordinator :  

Elizabeth Walmsley, 215-241-7171, 

elizabethw@pym.org                 

www.pym.org/youngfriends/middleschool 

Young Friends Coordinator :  

Cookie Caldwell, 215-241-7222, 

cookiec@pym.org  

www.pym.org/youngfriends. 
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