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Young Adult Friends Working Group  
Report to the Education Standing Committee  

 

 

Young Adult Friends continue to grow in the life of the Spirit. We have engaged the 

Yearly Meeting in conversations about how to enhance intergenerational fellowship and 

spiritual formation. A program on mentorship is now taking shape. We also approved a 

policy concerning the consumption of alcohol at social events officially sponsored by the 

Young Adult Friends (YAF) Working Group. Over the course of several retreats and 

other gatherings, we have engaged in a visioning and nominating process to discern 

new ways forward. We are encouraged by the proposed increase in expenses to cover 

greater staff support. A new Young Adult Friends Program Coordinator will work with 

the yearly meeting community to help foster the gifts, leadings, and ministry of young 

adults.  

 

Over the past year, we held three retreats that brought young adult Friends together 

from across the yearly meeting for fellowship, worship, spiritual growth, and business. 

We have held various informal events, which include potlucks, game nights, and 

“Quizzos” at the Penn Museum. Our working group regularly meets to set policy and 

guide our community into deeper, more loving relationship. 

 

We are pleased that a multigenerational group of Friends has been exploring the 

possibility of a yearly-meeting-wide mentorship program that would bring us closer 

together. There is a well of wisdom and expertise in our community waiting to be 

tapped. We hope Friends will join us to help leverage this well towards a growing and 

more vital yearly meeting community. Our working group has also continued to explore 

specific ways to engage young adult Friends in spiritual formation, which includes 

working directly with the PYM Spiritual Formation Program.  

 

We also saw the need for a policy that defines how we choose to be guided during the 

relatively infrequent times when our fellowship involves alcohol consumption. During 

many retreats and working group meetings, we delved into concerns about alcoholism, 

the inclusion of under-age Friends, the good balance between moderation and 

celebration, and best ways to model healthy alcohol consumption. Our process 

deepened our sense of community because it required us to be vulnerable with each 

other. Friends can view the alcohol policy we approved and a preface outlining the 

history of our process on the web. Our retreats remain alcohol free and most of our 

social events are also alcohol free.  

 

We have explored various ways to support the leadings of young adult Friends without 

building burdensome, extraneous structure. This has taken the form of experimentation 

with business processes during retreats and creating several smaller, subgroups under 

the care of the YAF Working Group. These subgroups have short-term membership and 
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oversight of programming, pastoral care, and even budgeting. As we work to nominate 

new Friends to various leadership positions, we have begun a visioning process to 

discern in what ways we can best support the growth and vitality of young adult Friends 

in Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. We seek to develop approaches that prevent our 

leaders from burning out and ensure that service to young adult Friends enlivens all our 

volunteers. We are overjoyed that PYM’s Fiscal Year 2015 budget proposes to increase 

expenses for a 65% of full-time Young Adult Friends Program Coordinator. This position 

will allow us to reach more young adults and to further aid local Quaker Communities to 

welcome, engage, support and retain young adult Friends.  

 

As this report is being composed, the Young Adult Friends Working Group finds itself 

amidst a great deal of transition. We are engaging a process to identify Friends who are 

led to replace our outgoing Co-Clerks. New faces have emerged in the last six months 

to remind us that inclusion and diversity are paramount aims, which require continual 

effort. In reflecting upon past Epistles and reports, we remember the degree to which 

we yearn for a more connected, loving, and lively multigenerational community of 

Friends. With joy that progress has been made and with hope for further movement, we 

thank Friends for the chance to offer an update of our work.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Zachary T. Dutton 

Co-Clerk  

coordinator@westernquarterquakers.org 

 

Liz Martin 

Co-Clerk   

evmartin04@gmail.com 

 

On behalf of the Young Adult Friends Working Group  
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