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To Friends Everywhere, 

We greet you amid the beauty of the Rift Valley, 

surrounded by the welcoming embrace of Kenyan 

Friends. From April 17 to 25, 2012 close to 850 men 

and women from all the streams of Friends, coming 

from 112 yearly meetings and groups in 51 countries have gathered at Kabarak University 

near Nakuru to consider the theme "Being Salt and Light: Friends Living the Kingdom of God 

in a Broken World." 

The colours, songs, movements, rich diversity and joyful spirit of Friends here gathered have 

inspired and uplifted us all. We have heard Friends from around the world, including 

several young, prophetic voices, speak on the theme. They gave a wide variety of 

interpretations of salt and light in a biblical context and also in how we can apply its 

meaning to life in our world today. 

The call that brought us together was to be salt and light as we live out the Kingdom of 

God. We received this call with a real sense of urgency in these times of natural disasters, 

violence, global change, and unequal access to basic needs. We have been reminded that 

we are sometimes too preoccupied with being heavenly to be useful on Earth. We see this 

as a challenge to not detach ourselves from the wider society in hope that this will bring us 

closer to God. Rather, we need to be present and engaged in our communities, while 

remaining attentive to the Still, Small Voice, in order to allow the Spirit to work through us. 

'The Religious Society of Friends—the Friends Church— is about nothing if it is not about 

transformation' in the words of one of our speakers. As Friends we feel called to try to 

return to the conviction and simple faith of our Quaker ancestors and their transformed 

lives, so that we may once again become a prophetic people, speaking to God's purposes in 

these times. 

We first have to look inward, both as individuals and as a religious society. Can we end our 

internal strife? Can we reach out in love to one another as Jesus commanded? We may not 

understand liberal/evangelical/programmed/unprogrammed Friends but we are Friends. 

The diversity of Friends at this conference has provided us with an opportunity to live out 

our testimonies to equality and truth. Our ability to do so has been put to the test. We 

found ourselves reluctant to go beyond polite acceptance and avoidance of difference. We 
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are not united in all of our attitudes and beliefs, yet we choose to come together to listen, to 

share, and to hear things we may find uncomfortable and upsetting. As we choose to seek 

connection in the midst of our differences, we witness the power of God to bless and heal. 

We may not always understand each other fully, but we are united in our yearning for 

transformation. We are united in God. 

We live in a broken world. We were moved to realise that so many of us here carry a sense 

of grief, loss, failure or hurt. We were forced to recognise the brokenness in us and in our 

Religious Society. A speaker challenged us to consider that brokenness may also be 

opportunity. We are uncomfortable with feeling brokenness and seeing it around us, yet 

from it we gain strength, empathy and compassion. Rather than trying to heal our 

brokenness as quickly as possible, we challenge ourselves - and Friends everywhere - to 

consider what God's plan could be for a hurting individual, and for a hurting community. 

We know that the Kingdom is come and coming. We pray that we may experience the 

Kingdom of God within ourselves here and now, so that we may live it more fully in 

transforming this world. In this we anticipate the everlasting Kingdom, in which the world 

will be made whole. 

Here in Kenya, we remember the post-election violence that shook this nation in 2008, and 

the courageous stance taken by our brothers and sisters. We invite all Friends to join us in 

prayer for Kenyan Friends who are working even now for the prevention of conflict, and for 

their whole nation as their elections approach. We pray also for all people facing conflict 

and violence in the world. 

Early on in our time together, we were asked the same question that God asked Elijah on 

Sinai: "What are you doing here?" In the latter half of the conference we have considered 

many queries that have come out of our work together in small groups. Each of these 

queries asks, in one way or another, "What will you do after you leave here?" We bear these 

queries with us, as they are for all Friends to discern how God is leading. 

The inward voice of Christ Jesus is what will answer these questions for us. May we be 

faithful in listening to that voice once we have returned from this gathering. As Christ leads 

all of us, we can become the salt of the Earth and the light of our broken world. 

The Epistle is being circulated with the Kabarak Call for Peace and Ecojustice attached. 
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The Kabarak Call for Peace and Ecojustice 
 

The Kabarak Call for Peace and Ecojustice was approved on 24 April 2012 at the Sixth 

World Conference Friends, held at Kabarak University near Nakuru, Kenya. It is the 

culmination of the FWCC World Consultation on Global Change which was held in 

2010 and 2011. It is being circulated with the Conference Epistle. 

 

In past times God’s Creation restored itself. Now humanity dominates, our growing 
population consuming more resources than nature can replace. We must change, we must 
become careful stewards of all life. Earthcare unites traditional Quaker testimonies: peace, 
equality, simplicity, love, integrity, and justice. Jesus said, “As you have done unto the 
least… you have done unto me”. We are called to work for the peaceable Kingdom of God 
on the whole earth, in right sharing with all peoples. However few our numbers, we are 
called to be the salt that flavours and preserves, to be a light in the darkness of greed and 
destruction. 
 
We have heard of the disappearing snows of Kilimanjaro and glaciers of Bolivia, from which 
come life-giving waters. We have heard appeals from peoples of the Arctic, Asia and Pacific. 
We have heard of forests cut down, seasons disrupted, wildlife dying, of land hunger in 
Africa, of new diseases, droughts, floods, fires, famine and desperate migrations – this 
climatic chaos is now worsening. There are wars and rumors of war, job loss, inequality and 
violence. We fear our neighbors. We waste our children's heritage. 
 
All of these are driven by our dominant economic systems – by greed not need, by worship 
of the market, by Mammon and Caesar. 
Is this how Jesus showed us to live? 

 We are called to see what love can do: to love our neighbor as ourselves, to aid the 
widow and orphan, to comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable, to appeal to 
consciences and bind the wounds. 

 We are called to teach our children right relationship, to live in harmony with each 
other and all living beings in the earth, waters and sky of our Creator, who asks, 
“Where were you when I laid the foundations of the world?” (Job 38:4) 

 We are called to do justice to all and walk humbly with our God, to cooperate lovingly 
with all who share our hopes for the future of the earth. 

 We are called to be patterns and examples in a 21st century campaign for peace 
and ecojustice, as difficult and decisive as the 18th and 19th century drive to abolish 
slavery. 

We dedicate ourselves to let the living waters flow through us – where we live, regionally, 
and in wider world fellowship. We dedicate ourselves to building the peace that passeth all 
understanding, to the repair of the world, opening our lives to the Light to guide us in each 
small step. 

 

Bwana asifiwe. A pu Dios Awqui. Gracias Jesús. Jubilé. Salaam aleikum. 

Migwetch.Tikkun olam. Alleluia! 


